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WHEN Tasmanians cast their votes in state elections, they can be
confident they are playing the most central and important role in an
electoral system that is perhaps more robust than any other state.

But a vigorous political system also demands full-bodied transparency.

It is time for voters to be given greater insight into who is donating to the state’s political campaigns,
says Rebecca White.

OPINION

Talking Point: Transparent
campaign funding boosts faith in
governments

     NEWS OPINION BUSINESS SPORT TASSIE TASTES ENTERTAINM

Menu Digital Print Edition Rewards Hi Sachie

https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=638168226202858&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.themercury.com.au%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Fnews-story%2Fb6d10afd5c6c3a25cc916ea57e2fe632&redirect_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.themercury.com.au%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Fnews-story%2Fb6d10afd5c6c3a25cc916ea57e2fe632
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=We%20need%20more%20transparency%20over%20campaign%20funds&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.themercury.com.au%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Fnews-story%2Fb6d10afd5c6c3a25cc916ea57e2fe632
mailto:?subject=We%20need%20more%20transparency%20over%20campaign%20funds&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.themercury.com.au%2Fnews%2Fopinion%2Fnews-story%2Fb6d10afd5c6c3a25cc916ea57e2fe632
http://www.themercury.com.au/news/opinion
http://www.themercury.com.au/
http://d.adroll.com/r/ISRFVJ4CYZEJLCRYPCOWW4/7ZOAJPJYOVH23CASOPBYO2/13da90ae065a831c9947004eeaa4c058.re?adroll_height=90&adroll_width=728&site_url=http%3A//themercury.com.au&adroll_ad_payload=__HIAg4BkwHaAfzIAfgAAbvHoMGyLTLKzNzU39vEycnR0SXA18zL29wk0EnsFoOCmblFcqqBUbKZgUlqkkGKSVpiUmKyubmJgYVlkrGBcbLUNrfIkKigwFDXsDD3YHPXcGdPf1czE0eLbcEeUYEBfiEujn6uHk5ezn7GXhYBQf5W5xjEPyfbbEzKSUzOjk_Kr4gvKMpMzsxLtzttt7rMPf0N3xW344JMj89P_tLy9OLC3q61Ny_eer6e1ftQzDkGxrIrcWc5xJLW-PnHu7iGuDqHePr7ZRwqnZ9YoFucX1qSkZpYXKJrmHim8RxDx838My2LUvPOdG4tLy_XA8rlphYllxZV6iXn5-ollp7pmx6emZeSX158Zva5KHWRM2cWbMRUtIj3zBKhM6eWp5qnJFlYGJ05fZyNZeI5BuX9qmfOAJ35ZeOnqwvaLx5eCnPmmV_HeZkbV6SWZabk58WXnLWacebvFAM9U9OzjMq3GJQN01JTklMSTU2NDUySkhLNki2MklOMUxJTLEzMUhINLa3KDM8yqhCpkCnibPvys0yRa4sLC0rT48vM483jDY3PMkUdPssUBw7ms0y55xgs_yicZao6x5g-58tZphNEROlZptPLUyrzEnMzgcxzdxiEM3UNTExSjcwTzdNSLJLNkk0Nks6y-Bw-y7pqdUFRfnFBanIJMAIBrPQJsCP1kvSqLEleQQ&adroll_subnetwork=r&cpm=WicUzAAEEOwKlmlCAAiPGp0BinAgzVyMqwmYQQ&adroll_network=g&clickurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCJ8BIzBQnWuyhEMLS2QSanqLoDvOx77BNtpyrw03AjbcBEAEgAGCliJ6AoAGCARdjYS1wdWItOTE3MjcwMDU4NzE3NTMzMsgBCeACAKgDAaoEugJP0IgEuX7s-G5RgPIV9s1CtjqWdys5T_dY3XitumdacnTrewZMNI9mFO8DW-VGnPI0PnUoIvF13axaXn2QoHHYVqRV5wXGxcTzOKTpBVCm00NcSyThW8NaJnDE13LD-1bB0snsXB6k_tgnUjS7mXekTUWjcor9p-tfpipMoOg94O8XWsF4vAxUWG6YNSq-uPO4hswBl9nKSw3L9xpHpJ43atScu0NWsfUuST0F0aZKVUYzsdWdjZkCln8lZm8x75yClLabCuk6U5AtDaHVuVrtURVuAsbEcSxSDT-FOaf7-oSPSdbQZAKSuMDm9u6c5036mcRdaN8Hkbxn3s2EiNFSyHd6hHozNkcHzwksufdMHoLyldMQCaki8TAw26Ty27-imf0Fp2c07pvreMJFVX36mnpT5ekQGSsUrOAEAYAG5Ymf06j2-LGyAaAGIagHpr4b2AcA0ggFCIBhEAE%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_1jCWJG3PMUngfg8tPNtga6oBaDBA%26client%3Dca-pub-9172700587175332%26adurl%3D
http://www.themercury.com.au/news
http://www.themercury.com.au/news/opinion
http://www.themercury.com.au/business
http://www.themercury.com.au/sport
http://www.themercury.com.au/lifestyle/taste-tasmania
http://www.themercury.com.au/entertainment
http://www.themercury.com.au/
http://www.themercury.com.au/digitalprinteditions
https://plusrewards.com.au/themercury/offers


Unlike voters in some other states, Tasmanians don’t have access to comprehensive
information in regard to political donations which, in Tasmania, are crucial to the
election cycle.

Tasmania is one of only two states in the nation that does not provide any form of
public funding toward election campaign costs. As a result, all political parties and
independent candidates are heavily reliant on political donations to get them to the
polls. At the same time, Tasmania is the only state that does not have state-based
laws requiring transparency in informing voters who has funded political
campaigns.

And that needs to change.

A critical part of any democracy is a robust and fair electoral system but at the same
time, that system needs to be transparent if it is to truly earn the community’s
confidence.

It is time for voters to be given greater insight into who is donating to the state’s
political campaigns. Without that appropriate transparency, undisclosed donations
to political parties can lead to a perceived conflict of interest among the wider
community, undermining the community’s trust in our democratic system.

That’s why a future majority Labor government will work towards introducing
increased clarity in the disclosure of political donations in Tasmania with a raft of
initiatives aimed at improved transparency.

On November 1, Labor released its comprehensive Transparency in Political
Donations policy and moved in the Parliament to implement an expenditure cap for
political parties and candidates, reduce the disclosure threshold and introduce
faster donation disclosures.

The Hodgman Liberal Government used its numbers on the floor of the House of
Assembly to immediately vote down Tasmanians’ right to know in a shortsighted
and typically knee-jerk reaction to the need for greater openness.

The Liberals, who just four years ago went to voters promising openness and
transparency in government, have, yet again, proven they intend to be anything but.

Tasmania’s requirement for once-a-year disclosures is being left behind by
developments in other states, many of which are in the process of, or have,
introduced real-time disclosure via the internet so voters can see who is donating to
parties as donations are made.

Additionally, the vast majority of payments made to Tasmanian political parties —
up to 90 per cent in fact — are never made public because they are less than the
$13,000 threshold for reporting.

Labor’s commitment is to establish an expenditure cap on political parties and
candidates and increase transparency with a raft of initiatives in the disclosure of
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political donations to candidates and parties which will help to increase confidence
in our political system.

A majority Labor government will first consult with the community on its plan to
introduce laws providing for an expenditure cap for political parties of between
$500,000 and $750,000. An expenditure cap would also be established for
candidates of $45,000 to $75,000. For candidates in Legislative Council elections,
the expenditure cap would be increased from the current cap of $16,000 to
$30,000.

Third parties who want to participate in the election process would be subject to a
cap of $100,000 and would be required to be registered with the Tasmanian
Electoral Commission and comply with electoral disclosure laws for any donations
towards the campaign.

Greater transparency in relation to the actual identities of donors would be achieved
by lowering the current threshold for political donations from $13,500 between
$1000 and $2000.

That would prohibit anonymous donations to individuals and parties over the
disclosure threshold level.

Political donations to all parties, candidates and elected members seeking re-
election would, by law, need to be disclosed to the Tasmanian Electoral Commission
within 14 days of their receipt.

And following election day, a special receipt and expenditure return from political
parties and candidates would need to be lodged with the Tasmanian Electoral
Commission within 60 days.

Foreign donations and donations from tobacco companies to individual candidates,
parties or third parties would be banned.

A future majority Labor government will be committed to the type of absolute
openness and transparency that the Liberals have talked big, but failed to deliver.

Tasmanians deserve nothing less.

Rebecca White is Tasmania’s Labor Leader.
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